
 
 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON WOODS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

DRAFT MINUTES 
March 14, 2022 

7:30 p.m. 
In Person Meeting – Huntington Woods Commission Room – City Hall 

 
 
 Chairman Adam Wallace called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Andy Doctoroff, Ben Falik, Mike Wright, Adam Wallace, David 
Hesano, James Park 

 
City Staff Present: Zoning Administrator, Hank Berry. 
 

ABSENT: Bree Stocker Smart, 
 

      
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chairman Adam Wallace asked for a motion to approve the agenda, with the deletion of 
item 4b, the appeal will not be heard at this meeting. 
 
__________ Seconded the motion 
 

Ayes:  Andy Doctoroff, Ben Falik, Mike Wright, Adam Wallace, David 
Hesano, James Park 
Nays:   None 
Absent: Bree Stocker Smart, Michael Brooks 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chairman Adam Wallace asked for a motion to approve the February 15, 2022 meeting 
minutes.  
 
Michael Wright: Motioned for the approval of the February 15, 2022 meeting minutes 



 
Ben Falik: Seconded the motion for approval. 
 

Ayes:  Andy Doctoroff, Ben Falik, Mike Wright, Adam Wallace, David 
Hesano, James Park 
Nays:   None 
 

The Motion Carried.  
 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Principal Order of Business: Matter of an appeal from Alana and Adam Block at 12927 
Talbot Lane for a Variance to the Maximum House Size for 539 Sq. Ft. more than the 
maximum allowed house size of 4,502 Sq. Ft. for a total house size of 5,041 Sq. Ft. and a 
.4% Lot Coverage Variance totally 15.4% Lot Coverage where 15% is allowed.  

 
Wallace: Asked the appellant to step forward 

 
Alana Block: Introduced herself and her husband, then deferred the explanation of the 
situation to Hank Berry.  
 

Berry then went over the plans, and showed where the addition would be.  
 
Berry: They are hoping to gain some space. The original design was a very closed 
concept. They are planning to add some more room for family gathering. Part of the 
addition is a covered patio. The part of the addition that is making them go over the 
maximum house size is the area they are intending to use to hold family gatherings 
more easily. Even after the addition, they would be 95.5 feet from the rear property line, 
and 62 feet from the side property line. The construction of this addition, also creates a 
privacy area for the patio from Burton Elementary School. The first characteristic and 
standard is special and unique conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to 
the land. They live in an area called the acre subdivision, or the acres lots. These are the 
biggest lots in Huntington Woods in its entirety. It may seem like 55,000 square feet is a 
lot, that’s relative to the 34,000 square feet that the lot has. The house 2 houses east 
has 4,775 Sq. Ft. on a smaller lot. This is one of two houses in Huntington Woods that 
borders Burton Elementary School, this is a unique characteristic. The addition 
proposed will also serve to give the property some private space, and will protect the 
resident from both burdens - noise and views. The whole south side of the block that 



the appellants live on has submitted support, via either a phone call or email, for this 
project.  
 

Berry then went on to show the plans for the house as it stands currently, and the 
proposed addition.  

 
Berry: This gives them a lot of privacy from Burton that they do not have currently. They 
are not asking for thousands of square feet on an already huge house. They are asking 
for a room addition off of the back of the house, and to square off the other part of the 
house. The intent of the code was to avoid overbuilding. The lot coverage ask if very 
minimal when you look at it. The options are to grant the appeal from the Blocks, deny 
the application as it fails to meet the necessary standards for approval.  
 

Chairman Adam Wallace opened up the meeting for public participation. Seeing none, 
public participation closed.  

 
The meeting was then opened up to board discussion.  

 
________: Is there a basement in this house? 
 
Alana Block: yes, there is.  
 
Doctoroff: This doesn’t go to the planning commission? 
 
Berry: No it does not because it is made out of the same materials, so it does not meet 
the criteria necessary to go to the planning commission.  
 
Doctoroff: Is there a bigger house in Huntington Woods at this point? 
 
Berry: Yes, a bigger house is on the same block, two doors down from this residence.  
 
Doctoroff: My understanding is that normally we don;’t consider the specific needs of 
the residents on the inside of the house, but you look to the exterior design and the 
exterior requirements, and my question is - is the need for a bigger dining room relevant 
to any of the standards that we are looking at?  
 
Berry: What you’re looking at here - if they can base part of their appeal on the 
architecture of the original house, they’re certainly allowed to present that.  
 



Doctoroff: Do you think personally that we’re establishing a presidential problem - 
 
Berry: Absolutely not. The Zoning Board of Appeals does not establish precedence, 
each case is heard on their own.  
 
Doctoroff: My question for you, (the Block’s) is did you consider zoning variants when 
you bought the house? Did you assume that you would be able to do that? What was 
your thinking when you bought the house with the dining room as it sits now?  
 
Alana Block: I just want to actually be clear that there is actually no dining room 
currently. There is a breakfast nook, there’s a kitchen with a breakfast nook.  
 
Doctoroff: With almost 5,000 Sq. Ft.? 
 
Alana Block: It is unbelievable. It is a 4,000 square foot home, with no dining room or 
living room.  
 
Berry brought up the plans to show the board what is actually happening in terms of 
home layout.  
 
Doctoroff: My concern is the square footage, I understand the lot is huge. I drove by 
today and saw how big your lot is, and how big your neighbor's house is - so I’m not 
concerned about that. My only concern is that it is a sizable addition to go well over 
5,000 square feet. I don’t think the standards as applied are neatly satisfied. It is a 
stretch for me, but I did not know that you do not have a dining room.  
 
Hesano: In this neighborhood, is there a maximum house size?  
 
Berry: 4,900 square feet is the maximum square footage in the r1a district. They fall a 
little bit short of it because it says over x amount of square feet of lot and they fall just 
under it, otherwise it would be around a 100 foot ask. It is still one of the biggest lots in 
the r1a district.  
 
Wright: We have a handful of houses north of 5,000 sq. ft. in the neighborhood.  
 
Hesano: When I think about this, I think about the spirit in which the ordinance was 
written. We are not trying to build oversized homes. In this case, I see it as a home that 
is not oversized for the lot. I think this size house, and this size lot is keeping with the 
spirit of the ordinance.  



Hesano made a motion to grant the appeal from Alana and Adam Block at 12927 Talbot 
Lane for a variance to the maximum house size. To allow a 539 Sq. Ft. more than the 

maximum allowed house size for a total of 4,502 Sq. Ft. for a total of 5,041 Sq. Ft. and a 
.4% maximum lot coverage variance totaling 15.4% lot coverage where 15% is allowed.  

 
Mike Wright seconded the motion. 

 
Ayes:  Andy Doctoroff, Ben Falik, Mike Wright, Adam Wallace, David 
Hesano, James Park 
Nays:   None 
Absent: Bree Stocker Smart 

 
The Motion Carried.  
 
The meeting opened and closed for public participation as there was none. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mike Wright motioned to adjourn.  
 
David Hesano seconded the motion.  
  

Ayes:  Joseph Claya, Nick Fedorchak, David Hesano, Mitch Meisner, Bree 
Stocker Smart 
Nays:   None 
Absent:  

 
The Motion Carried, meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm. 
 

Submitted 
Amy Berry - Recorder  
 


